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Shares of World Manufacturing Output, 1750-1900

(Percent)
1750 1800 1830 1860 1880 1506
Europe 23.1 28.0 34.1 53.6 62.0 63.0
UK 1.8 4.3 9.5 18.9 22.9 18.5
Tropics  76.8 71.2 63.3 39.2 23.3 13.4
China 32.8 333 29.8 18.7 12.5 8.2
India 24.5 19.7 17.6 8.6 2.8 1.7

Source; Derived fromB. R. Tomlinson, “Economics: The Periphery,” in Andrew Porter
(ed.), The Oxford History of the British Empire: The Nineteenth Century, Oxford 1990, p. 69

Shares of the World GDR.
Shares of World Manufacturing Output.
Mike Davis, op. cit.

4, Secure cash crops

The opening of the Suez Canal led to a drastic reduction of transport costs. India’s for-
eign trade increased eightfold between 1840 and 1886. Monocultures were planted: indigo,
opium, cotton, wheat, rice. They replaced the cultivation of foodstuffs for one’s own
consumption.

YEAR AREAS CULTIVATED WITH INDUSTRIAL PLANTS AREA CULTIVATED WITH FOOQOSTUFFS
1893-1919 439% increase 7% increase
1911-1915 54% increase 12.4% increase
1935-1940 1.6 M acres decrease of 1.5M acres

IMPORTS
(Value inn Crores of Rupees™)
Cotton Cotion Silk Woollen  Machin-
Year twist and goods goods goods ery
yarn
O @ 3) @ (53
1859-60 2.0 9.6 0.2 0.4 0.9
1864-65 2.2 11.0 0.4 0.9 Q.6
1869-70 2.7 13.5 0.5 0.6 0.6
1874-73 3.2 16.3 0.7 0.6 1.2*
1879-80 27 16.9 0.8 0.9 0.6

# Includes metals and manufactures for which separate ﬁgurcs for the year
are not available.

EXPORTS

(Value in Crores of Rupees®)
) 2 €Y ) (5) (®) D (8;

Raw  Indi-  Rice, Hides Raw Opium Seeds Tea
Year  Cotton go wheatand and Jute
other grains skins

195960 5.6 20 3.6 0.44 0.62*% 9.0 1.5 0,13
1864-65 375 1.9 6.0 0.73 1.4% 9.9 1.9 0.3
1869-70  15.0 32 3.2 1.7 2.0 11.7 23 1.0
1874.75 133 2.6 35 2.7 2.7 12.0 33 2.0
187980 111 28 99 3.7 4.3 14.3 4.8 3.0

* Includes manufactures also.

* Seatistical Tables of British Tndia. The Value in the original tables for the
period before 1878 is given in £ sterlng. It has been converted into rupees at the
rate of £1==Rs, 10.

Balmokand Bathia: Famines in Indin: A Study in Some Aspects of the Economic History of India 1860-1945.
London: Asia Publishing House, 1967 {printed in India).
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YEARS CASES OF DEATH FROM STARVATION
1800-1825 1.000.000
1825-1850 400.000
1850-1875 5.000.000
1875-1900 15.000.000

Rajani Palme Dutt, op. cit.

1. In the case of forced trade relations, what meaning do the concepts
of supply and demand have?

Jean Louis Girardet: One-eyed beggar with @ wooden leg, c. 1725.
Barogue pearl, gold, enamel and ivory. Gewdlbe, Dresden.

...............

Sumuel Bourne: View of the canal, Kashmir. Prize-winning photograph 1865.
Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery Archive, Smithsoman Institute, Washington..

Anonymous: Dr. Jennsen writes the history of the Lozi, 1928-1930. Frobenius Institut, Frankfurt,

In the summer of 1853, Marx wrote three articles:

10 June: “British Rule in India.”

24 June: “The East India Company, its History and the Results of its Activities.”
22 July: “The Future Results of British Rule in India.”

On 10 June, he reports on the famine in Poona, the collapse of the spinning mills
and the ruin of the Indian cotton industry. He describes the trade flows of the East India
Company and the international connections of exploitation, citing a report of the British
House of Commons on Indian issues: “Although the villages were repeatedly plagued by
war, famine or epidemics, the same names, the same families, the same horders, the same
interests have been passed on for generations. The population was not contested by the
collapse and division of empires. They don't care to which power the village is given to
or to which ruler”

But he despises this indifference towards the forms of government, which for us coutd
be an enchantment. He is in love with the telegraph poles, the power of steam and the
railway tracks. On 22 July he writes that all these measures “neither bring the majority
of the population freedom nor do they improve its social position very much, for both
depend not only on the development of the productive forces but also on the people tak-




ing possession of themselves. In any case, the bourgeocisie will create the material pre-
conditions for both.”

“The Gujarati is a soft man, unused to privation, accustomed to earn his good food easily.
In the hot weather he seldom worked at all and no time did he form the habit of continu-
ous labour [...]. They lived by watching cattle and crops, by sitting in the fields to weed,
by picking up cotton, grain and fruit, and [...] by pilfering.”

Report on the Famine in the Bombay Presidercy, guoted in Mike Davis, op. cit.

Charles IV silver coins, 1789. Casa de Moneda, Potosi.

That was the story of mining silver, its minting to coins and the creation of the depend-
ency of survival on money. But this coin is not a subject. Not everything is its fault. There
are no tigers, hyenas or jackals in London, either, that pull black or white ropes through
the world. There are also no puppets under the compulsion to obey orders that can act only
in this way and in no other. There is a bag made of dark-blue velvet over our heads - over
the eyes, the ears, all the way to the throat, so that we can endure ourselves in London,
where we are as mortal and available as those we execute on a daily basis. There are dev-
its and moths.

Kodak no. 1.

“During the 1876-1878 famine, dry-plate photography had required professional skill with
a cumbersome tripod-mounted field camera. The advent of the cheap, handheld Kodak
no. 1 camera in 1888, however, turned virtually every missionary in India into a documen-
tary photographer.”

Mike Davis, op. cit..

Sunspots, 13 September 1867.
Kart Bruns: Atlas der Astronomie, Leipzig, 1872.

In the second half of the 19th century, many scientists debated the theory that famines
resulted from the rotation of sunspots. In 1875 the economist William S, Jevons published
his essay “Commercial Crisis and Sunspots”, in which he discerned a coincidence of
sunspots, famines and economic cycles: “A wave of increased solar radiations favourably
affects the meteorclogy of the tropical regions, so as to produce a succession of good
crops in India, China and other countries. After several years of prosperity the 600 or
800 millions of inhabitants buy our manufactures in unusual quantities; good trade in
Lancashire and Yorkshire leads the manufacturers to push their existing means of produc-
tion to the utmost [...]. While a mania of active industry is thus set going on in Western
Europe, the solar radiation is slowly waning, so that just the time when our manufacturers
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are prepared to turn out a greatly increased supply of goods, famines in India and China
suddenly cut off the demand.”

William S. Jevens: “Cemimercial Crises and Sunspots”, in H.S, Foxwell (ed.): Investigations in Currency and Finance.
London: Macmillan and Co., 1884.
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